Free Software and Education

How Does Free Software Relate to Education? Software freedom plays a
fundamental role in education. Educational institutions of all levels should
use and teach Free Software because it is the only software that allows
them to accomplish their essential missions: to disseminate human
knowledge and to prepare students to be good members of their
community. The source code and the methods of Free Software are part of
human knowledge. On the contrary, proprietary software is secret,
restricted knowledge, which is the opposite of the mission of educational
institutions. Free Software supports education, proprietary software forbids
education... Free Software is not just a technical question; it is an
ethical, social, and political question. It is a question of the human
rights that the users of software ought to have. Freedom and cooperation
are essential values of Free Software. The GNU System implements these
values and the principle of sharing, since sharing is good and beneficial to
human progress.

https:/www.gnu.org/education/
education.en.html#top

Why Educational Institutions Should Use and
Teach Free Software

“Schools should teach their students to be citizens of a strong, capable,
independent and free society.”... These are the main reasons why
universities and schools of all levels should use exclusively Free Software.
Sharing Schools should teach the value of sharing by setting an example.
Free software supports education by allowing the sharing of knowledge and
tools: Knowledge Many young students have a talent for programming; they
are fascinated with computers and eager to learn how their systems work.
With proprietary software, this information is a secret so teachers have no
way of making it available to their students. But if it is Free Software, the
teacher can explain the basic subject and then hand out the source code for
the student to read and learn. Tools Teachers can hand out to students
copies of the programs they use in the classroom so that they can use them
at home. With Free Software, copying is not only authorized, itis
encouraged.

https:/www.gnu.org/education/ edu-why.html|

Social Responsibility

Computing has become an essential part of everyday life. Digital
technology is transforming society very quickly, and schools have an
influence on the future of society. Their mission is to get students ready to
participate in a free digital society by teaching them the skills to make it
easy for them to take control of their own lives. Software should not be
under the power of a software developer who unilaterally makes decisions
that nobody else can change. Educational institutions should not allow
proprietary software companies to impose their power on the rest of society
and its future. Independence Schools have an ethical responsibility to
teach strength, not dependency on a single product or a specific powerful
company. Furthermore, by choosing to use Free Software, the school itself

gains independence from any commercial interests and it avoids vendor
lock-in.

https:/www.gnu.org/education/ edu-why.html|

Learning

When deciding where they will study, more and more students are
considering whether a university teaches computer science and software
development using Free Software. Free software means that students are
free to study how the programs work and to learn how to adapt them for
their own needs. Learning about Free Software also helps in studying
software development ethics and professional practice. Saving This is an
obvious advantage that will appeal immediately to many school
administrators, butitis a marginal benefit. The main point of this aspectis
that by being authorized to distribute copies of the programs at little or no
cost, schools can actually aid families facing financial issues, thus
promoting fairness and equal opportunities of learning among students.
Quality Stable, secure and easily installed Free Software solutions are
available for education already. In any case, excellence of performanceis a
secondary benefit; the ultimate goal is freedom for computer users.

https:/www.gnu.org/education/ edu-why.htm|
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